THE KANSAS CITY PCC STREETCAR STORY
The PCC Streetcar had evolved from a committee, the Electric Railway Presidents Conference Committee (ERPCC), which met in the summer of 1929 to design a streetcar to compete with rubber-tired vehicles. At that time, the Presidents of various leading street railway concerns saw the “handwriting-on-the-wall” and got together to use genuine American know-how to develop a suitable competing product. City transit companies from larger cities such as Boston, Brooklyn, Chicago, Cleveland, Los Angeles, Milwaukee, Montreal, Pittsburgh, Saint Louis and Toronto, along with those of smaller cities such as Birmingham, Fort Worth, Honolulu, Houston, Knoxville, Louisville, Memphis, New Orleans, Newark, Oakland, Omaha, Richmond (VA) and Washington, D.C. plus interurban companies such as the Cincinnati & Lake Erie, Pacific Electric and the Philadelphia & Western, all joined together to form the ERPCC.


Naturally, any plans that the ERPCC had were affected by the Depression, which began in the fall of 1929. So the first model of the resultant car, now called the PCC car, did not emerge until 1936, when the first 100 cars went to Brooklyn, New York. Within the next few years, cars would go to Baltimore, Chicago, Pittsburgh, San Diego, Los Angeles, Philadelphia, Washington, D.C., Toronto, and Cincinnati. Eventually most major U.S. cities acquired some of these cars. Eventually over 5000 PCC cars would be built in the United States and even more overseas. PCC cars produced would be of two generic types, the first known as the pre-war or air-electric PCC. These cars had a compressed air system that operated brakes, doors and windshield wipers. An example is shown below left:
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The post-war or all-electric PCC car was completely devoid of any compressed air system and was produced from 1945 to 1952. An example of the standard version is shown above right. When the President of the Kansas City Public Service Inc, Powell Groner, saw the drawings for the all-electric PCC car, he so disliked the standee windows that he notified the builders that he would have “none of those apertures” on his cars. KCPS had bought 24 air electric PCC cars in 1940 and had even modified them to include rear taillight in addition to the brake lights that were standard on PCC cars. Saint Louis Car Co acceded to his wishes and redesigned the car for him.  Subsequently 75 cars of this unique design were purchased in 1946 and another 85 in 1947.
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Car 513 shown in the previous photograph is one 85 car 1947 order. Some of thee 160 cars would be the most traveled PCC cars in the world.  After Kansas City decided that the streetcars would be abandoned, 40 cars would go to Philadelphia, 30 cars would go to Toronto and 10 cars to Tampico. 79 cars would be stripped and the parts sent to Belgium for use in new PCC cars being built there at the time. One car was placed in Swope Park for exhibition. You can guess what happened to that car.

What is unique is that 22 of the cars sent to Toronto would find their way to operate in a third city with eleven going to San Francisco in 1975 and another 11 going to Philadelphia in 1976. One of these cars, originally KCPS 552, then Toronto 4752 and after that San Francisco 1190 went to the Bay Area Electric Railway Museum before returning to Kansas City, where it is now on display.

Our model will represent most of these configurations. Enjoy!
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Car 4777, ex KCPS car 792 at Wychwood Carhouse in Toronto. This car would go to San Francisco in 1976.
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Car 2284, ex KCPS car 766 on Philadelphia’s Route 53. This car came to Philadelphia in 1954.
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Car 1190, ex KCPS 551, ex TTC 4752 at Geneva
Car house in San Francisco (now Beach Yard).
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Car 2240, ex KCPS 526, ex TTC 4750 on Philadelphia’s Route 6. This car came to Philadelphia in 1976, some 22 years after 2284.
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